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TOURISM RESEARCH AUSTRALIA — FIGURES 

688. Ms L. METTAM to the Premier: 

I refer to Tourism Research Australia’s advice highlighting that international spend is eight per cent lower and domestic 
visitors are also spending nine per cent less in Western Australia. What actions will the Premier take if the next set of 
Tourism Research Australia figures show a further decrease in tourism numbers; will he reverse his ill-conceived 
migration changes and, most importantly, will he review the Minister for Tourism’s approach to the portfolio? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 

It is clear today that the opposition does not have any real questions. Look at you all! You are all sitting there on 
your screens — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! There is that wall of noise coming up; I cannot hear. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: You are all sitting there on your screens like you just came home from a funeral. Look at 
you! At least you could pay attention; it would be nice if you paid attention. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! I will give you something to pay attention to in a moment! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Now they are awake! At least I have achieved something today! I got you animated. The 
National Party not so much, but the Liberal Party is awake! 

It is interesting that the shadow minister asks about tourism and the like. Obviously we have put in place secure 
funding for the tourism industry when it comes to marketing and events. That is something that the tourism industry 
has been asking for for many years, and it has been secured under this government. We have also put in place 
a $30 million fund to ensure we can engage in joint marketing campaigns with airlines to get direct flights, in 
particular out of places like Japan, Shanghai and India, and perhaps another direct flight out of Europe. All of these 
sorts of activities are going on under this Minister for Tourism. The shadow minister asking this question makes 
me cast my mind back to the Gourmet Escape, an event that, under the last government, went on for one or two days 
in the shadow minister’s electorate. Good for her—one or two days in her electorate. Under this government, it 
will be an event over 10 days. It will showcase our beautiful Margaret River region that the shadow minister 
represents, and all the wonderful culinary and wine delights on offer there. It will also showcase the marvellous 
Swan Valley that the member for West Swan represents. It will also have a city component that many members 
here represent, and where most National Party members live. It will have all those aspects to it. 

The good thing is that it is not just me saying it is a great outcome; it is also Rob Broadfield, who had a few things 
to say about it. It is no wonder that members opposite are interjecting so forcefully, because Rob hit their arguments 
for six over the fence with his comment piece. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you have a supplementary coming up, and I am sure you will use it, but not 
like that. I call you to order. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: His comment piece was about the wisdom of the decision by the Minister for Tourism in 
converting that event from one event in one location into a much broader event that showcases marvellous parts 
of Western Australia. 

Ms L. Mettam: You should get out more. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Vasse, you might be getting out more as well. I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: What did the member say? I should get out more? 

Ms L. Mettam: Yes. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: To be fair, I am out a lot. 

That is just one example of the sorts of things we are doing to attract Western Australians to holiday at home, and 
to attract interstate and overseas visitors. I am also reminded—probably because the member asked me the other 
day—about our cruising strategy, with cruise liners home ported in Western Australia. It was done under Labor, 
but it was never done under the previous government. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Pilbara. 

Ms L. METTAM: I have a supplementary question. 
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Several members interjected. 
The SPEAKER: Members, I do not need 58 people to do it. I will be lenient today. I cannot help it. It is just me. 
Member for Vasse, supplementary. 
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